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JOURNEY OF FAITH – INVOLVEMENT 

SUNDAY 20TH APRIL, 2014 

1. Review 

 

Last Sunday's sermon, we learnt of some broken walls: 

a. Personal – Abuses, struggles with the faith, demonic oppression, 

discouragements, purposeless living, hopelessness, sin, and personal challenges-

selfishness, envy, and emotional outbursts. 

b. People - Drug and sexual additions, divorces, teenage pregnancies, homosexuality, 

50% HIV infections in married couples, polygamy, materialism, poverty, and 

corruption. 

c. Community & city - Insecurity, terrorism, religious radicalization, 

unemployment, high cost of living and hopelessness. 

d. Church - Immorality among the leadership, worldliness, lukewarmness, 

prayerlessness, spiritual immaturity, divorce and separations, teenage rebellion 

against God, false doctrines, poor/inadequate parenthood and nominalism.  

 

We must spend time interceding for the situations above so that God can help us in 

rebuilding them. We need God’s power! 

 

2. Why be involved? 

 

a. God is not a fence sitter. He is involved in our lives. 

The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have 

heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about 

their suffering. So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the 

Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, 
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a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, 

Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. (Exodus 3:7, 8) 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

(John 3:17, 18) 

 

b. God is looking for people to work with. He wants to involve us in building His 

Kingdom.  

I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before 

me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I 

found none. (Ezekiel 22:30) 

 

c. Faith without actions is dead. Involvement is visible. 

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? 

Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and 

daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well 

fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same 

way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But someone will 

say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” (James 2:14-18) 

 

3. Lessons of Involvement from Nehemiah  

 

i. Neh. 1:4.  Involvement in rebuilding walls requires passion and 

compassion.  

Before he involved himself and others, Nehemiah's heart was sold out to the 

assignment ahead. His heart was involved first.  
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Before you engage in rebuilding walls, your heart must be in it. This passion will 

give you a drive to earnestly seek a opportunity to change the situation. It has o 

concern your heart why things are the way they are. Compassion will push your 

heart to doing something while passion will drive to put your resources down.  

 

Is your heart tender with compassion or hardened with indifference? 

 

ii. Neh. 3. Involvement in rebuilding walls requires everyone's participation.  

Rebuilding walls is not a job for a few people. Nehemiah 3 lists men and women, 

children, families, rulers, priests, Levites, and temple servants. Every family had to 

build the section neighboring their homes.  

 

Verse 12 says “Shallum son of Hallohesh, ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, 

repaired the next section with the help of his daughters.” This man did not have 

sons yet he did not give an excuse. He pooled his girls into the work of rebuilding 

the wall. 

 

It will take all of us to rebuild the walls that are broken. People of all ages, gender, 

status, and professions have to arise. As we expand ministry by providing facilities 

that will become centers of healing and hope, we all must seize the opportunity. 

No excuse whatsoever! 

 

What do you think would have happened if a certain family failed to build their 

portion? 
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iii. Neh. 4:1-3. Involvement in rebuilding walls will face opposition. 

Referring to last Sunday’s sermon, rebuilding walls will always face opposition. 

Satan will not sit back and allow you a free passage. He loves it when people are 

bound in sin and all manner of wickedness.  

 

He may attack people’s finances so that they won’t have anything to give. He may 

bring discouragement so that people are overwhelmed and have no strength to 

serve.  

 

We must be aware that we are in a spiritual warfare. Involvement in rebuilding 

walls is a call to war with the enemy. Sin is what the devil uses to keep people 

bound in slavery. We must expect him to resist and oppose us but with Christ, we 

are assured of victory. 

 

Could you be wasting valuable time and energy trying to please your critics? Are 

you trying to awaken your weaknesses instead of bolstering your strengths?  

 

iv. Neh. 5:1-7. Involvement in rebuilding walls does not mean abandoning 

current needs.  

There were recurrent challenges that Nehemiah was facing. There was a huge 

project of rebuilding the walls; there was an altercation about food.  

 

Focusing on a big project does not mean daily needs have been overcome. There 

are still people to be ministered to today. There are still cries for help from every 

corner. 
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Speaking about International Christian Center, we are calling all of us not just to 

be involved in the “Creating the Future” campaign but also to participate in the 

daily of the church. When you look around, you most likely will find an area that 

you can offer help. There is a current need that you need to be involved in as well.  

 

We have to “rebuild the walls” by offering a modern facility where relationships 

can be restored, souls saved, and leaders molded. In doing that we, cannot ignore 

the immediate needs around us. Our children and young people need you. Our 

young mothers and fathers need help.  

 

Pray for wisdom for the church leadership as they focus on future without 

abandoning the present. Pray for resources.  

 

v. Neh. 5:14-18. Involvement in rebuilding walls requires leading from the 

front.  

Nehemiah not only rallied people to give, serve, and participate but also gave 

towards the work. He did not just speak about it but led by example.  

 

It is unfortunate that some people rebuild walls by much advice and very little 

resources. They call others to action as long as they are not asked to do the job 

themselves.  

 

Lead with actions and you will win hearts. 

 

James 2:14-18 says,  

What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? 

Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and 
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daily food. If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well 

fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same 

way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But 

someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith 

without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 

 

James is very emphatic on the relationship between faith and actions. Many people 

have faith but the action is lacking. It does not matter how much faith you have in 

bathing, if you don’t take a shower you will remain dirty. 

 

There has to be practical steps to rebuild your marriage. There has to be practical 

steps to rebuild the broken walls in the society. There are times in life we all have 

to say “enough said”, “Let’s roll up our sleeves!” 

 

As a church, we have faith that we shall build a facility that will be a blessing to 

thousands in this region. We have faith that we shall be in the forefront in cutting 

down teenage pregnancies and substance abuse. We have faith that we shall 

generate leaders of integrity and guided by God’s Word. We have faith that 

orphans and vulnerable children will be equipped and find God’s purpose like any 

other child. 

 

Is that all we need? No! James calls us to action. We have to be involved. We have 

to lead from the front. Nehemiah gave generously to rebuild the wall. We have the 

pledge cards and we keep encouraging each one of us to honor our pledges. We 

shall have a GIFT SUNDAY ON MAY 4TH towards “Creating the Future 

Campaign.” That is yet another opportunity to connect our faith with actions.   
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vi. Neh. 8:1-6. Involvement in rebuilding walls is always about expanding 

God's Kingdom. 

Rebuilding broken walls is always about God. We cannot separate God from that 

effort. We should never forget the greatest desire of God is that people will be 

drawn back to Him. 

 

That should be the motive that drives us. It is about your relationship glorying 

God. It is about your children being born again. It is about God’s Kingdom being 

expanded.  

 

Whatever we do here in ICC is about the Kingdom of God. Our drive of putting 

up facilities is not driven by selfish motive but a powerful vision that shows us 

what can happen when men and women, boys and girls have a place to learn 

God’s Word and be equipped with life skills. The thought that we can be major 

“reservoir” of fresh leaders to lead and serve the spiritual, political, social, and 

economic needs of Kenya and beyond is so compelling. 

 

Whose Kingdom are you building? 

 

4. Conclusion 

Such a compelling dream is what caused God to send His Son to this world. As we 

celebrate Easter, we remember that God was PRACTICALLY INVOLVED in 

saving mankind. John 3:16,17 says:  

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
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Easter is about God’s involvement in our affairs. It is about “someone doing 

something” about people He loves so much. He was involved to the fullest.  

Ask yourself: 

 What if God had faith of saving us but did nothing? 

 What if God held back His son because He did not have another? 

 What of God did not give His best? 

 

So today, as we make our journey of faith, let us commit ourselves to be 

INVOLVED in rebuilding the broken walls in church, home and society.  

 

Participate. Give. Serve.  

 

 


